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St. Lux k, Chap. xiii. Verſe 4, 5. 

Or thoſe Eighteen, upon whom the Tower in Siloam fell and Fi 
few them, think ye that they were Sinners above all Men of | 
that diueit in Feruſalem? i 'N 

I tell you, nay : But except ye repent, ye ſhall all 885 4 
FN a ſelf-ſufficient Age, like this, when Rea- Wt. 


0 age Gn fits ſole Arbiter in religious Matters, and 14 
WG arogantly condemns every Thing, which ſhe | | 
JI, | 
{ 
| 


cannot perfectly account for, on her own Prin- 

_ + - 'Ciples; it is no very eaſy Taſk for a Miniſter of 
Vaſu Clrift ſo to preach, as neither to wound his. Cen- 
eience, nor hazard his Reputation. _ e 


Ir, believing i it neceſſary that God ould 3 in 


the moral World, he talks of the Holy Spirit affiſting our | | 
= Infirmities | 


5 6 
Infirmities, and of our not being able of ourſelves to think 
or do any Thing as of ourfelves ; — he is immediately ſtigma- 
tized, or, at leaſt ſuſpected, for an Enthuſiaſt. — If he pre- 
ſume to. introduce the Almighty into the natural World; 
ſuppoſe him but to interfere ſometimes in the Conduct of 
his own Works; and to direct ſuch or ſuch extraordinary 
Events to Purpoſes only known to himſelf ; then is he a 
2 with We Fariog, | 


AND yet, if a Preacher of 1 is . 
ſilent on theſe Heads; nay, if he does not inſiſt upon 
them again and again, and preſs them on the Minds of 
his Hearers; how can he anſwer it to God and his own 
Hunt? 


| Snou LD he, for Engle; never, or but ſeldom, Peak 
of the Weakneſs of human Nature, nor plead the Neceſſity 
thence ariſing of divine Succours ; what Apology will he be 

able to render to his Lord and Maſter, who ſent us the 


Holy Ghoſt to comfort ys? —Or if, when it pleaſes God 
to viſit any of his Creatures with a more than e Ca- 
lamity, he is not ready to ſnatch the favourable Opportu- 
nity of inviting others to Repentance z what Regard will 
he be thought to pay to an inſpired Writer, who bids him 
to be inſtant in Seafon and out #; Seaſon, in the Cauſe of 
Virtus! | 


. . P 
- 4 * 9 
. 
* s 


6 63) 
PERSON s, it is true, who idolize their own Under- 
ſtandings, may poſlibly ſneer at all this, — eſpecially when 
we aſcribe Things to Providence, which may well be ac- 
counted for i in a natural Way. 


Bur let ſuch be reminded, that, RT they may 
think of Nature, ſhe is no- more. than a bare. Inſtrument - 
in the Hands of God ; who has the ſame Power over her, 
as the Potter has over bis Clay, to OS. and . her 
at his Pleaſure. | 


80 that the moſt common Events we e fee,” but which we 
are apt te overlook: becauſe they are common, are as truly, 
tho' not ſo immediately perhaps, the. Operation of an all- 
powerful Hand, as any other Events we behold, though 


never ſo miraculous and extraordinary. — There is no 5 
ference here in the Cauſe. — It is the ſame God in 


Inſtances ; however the Effects may vary, e 0 to 
chear and comfort, ſometimes to awaken and alarm us. 


Axp, although we cannot poſitively determine, — nor is 
it fit we ſhould, — whether this or that calamitous Event is 
a Judgment ſent from Heaven, or whether it is nat; — yet, 
when Nature, or more properly the God of Nature 1 
ſhould fay, departs from his aua Method of acting, and 


brings any terrible Diſaſter upon the Earth ; — we cannot ho 


ſure be ſo ſtupid as not to reflect ſeriouſly upon it; — not 
as e would do, who, after their utmoſt Pains, 


\ may 


(4) 


may be ſtill unable to comprehend it; — but as ; Chriſtians 
rather, who may, for aught they know, be nearly con- 
cerned therein; and who conſequently ſhould take Occaſion 
from thence to confider of their Ways, and to become leſs 


culpable at leaſt, if not more exemplary and pious. 


You cannot ſay it is uncharitable, if we call that a Fuds- 
ment from above, whereby Thouſands periſh in a Moment, 
without Reſpect of Perſons. — Uncharitable to the Dead it 
cannot be; — for where is that Man, or Number of Men, 
let me aſk, who do not deſerve the like Fate ? — It is not 
uncharitable to the Living ; — for Judgments are a Sum- 
mons to Repentance to every one, to whoſe Knowledge 


they are permitted to extend. 


Ir muſt be owned, indeed, . are many Diſorders? in 
the World, which are cafily accounted for in Philoſophy ; 
—and, that ſuch and ſuch Cauſes will naturally, as we 
fay, produce ſuch and ſuch Effects. — But then it muſt 
be owned at the ſame Time, that Men may talk of Nature 
till they forget the God of Nature; — that they may be ſo 
far buried in Science, as to loſe all Thoughts. of Religion. 


How 5 Later, | is it, 1 more conformable to the 
Doctrines which Chrift tau ght, to look, upon all Nature as 
conducted by a particular Providence, and to believe the 
Supreme Being concerned in every Thing that is done under 
the Sun ? | Sven 


(3) 


sven a Notion of Providenh as this, cannot Kal to Inſpire, 
us all with the warmeſt Sentiments of Devotion; - — and is 
entirely agreeable to the Goſpel, which affures us that the 
very Hairs of our Head are all numbered ; and that not 
one £4 them "hong to the Ground wat our * Father s 


6 1. * 
Fg N 


e. away 7 this aft Notion of en As en- 
dearing Conſideration of him, I ſhauld rather ſay, and we 
ſhould n one ee, ge of Setting 1 = _ Dre 
We | MY : tft 9 | 


Fon though all Things point to an "Almighty Agents; 35 
— though the Heavens declare. the Gl ory of God, and the. 
Firmament ſheweth his bandy Work; — they only do ſo to a, 
confidering Mind. — The Careleſs and Unthinking muſt 
be alarmed. into a Senſe of God. — Some extraordinary 
Appearance muſt remind them, or they n an. ane 
that he Tan qd Judgeth i in the Rande 5 k 


| AccoBpinGLy it bas pleaſed. tht. kind pry gracious! 
Author of our Beings, | to rouze the ſleepy Attention of 

Mankind from Time to Time, by ſome ſudden unexpected 
Blozy ; — either as a Fudgment, or a Warning, or. .— 
Which, whether he does it by immediately int | 
himſelf, or by ſo ordering and conſtituting Nature, as that 
ſuch and ſuch Effects ſhall neceſſarily ariſe at this or that 
C 3 — 


Juncture, to ſerve ſuch and auch moral Ends, Wales not 


the leaſt Difference. Becauſe in either Caſe à particular 
Providence is equally ſuppoſed, directly or er em- 


ployed for the Uſe and Happineſs of Man. 


5 


Tur We aa Diſ puters of is World 1 andy ay 


what they will of Nature, and dive into her moſt ſecret 


Receſſes, to ſolvs each occurring Diffleulty. But, after 


all they have done, or will ever be able to do, this Max- 


im will eternally hold good, vis. — that all the Evil and 
Miſery we ſee in Life, is the certain Conſequence of Sin; 


— and, if ſo, — that there never was a {ore Diſaſter 


brought upon any People, or even upon any individual 
Perſon, which was not either deſigned as a N due 


to Sin, or as a Means to deter Men from it. 


Aub s mach it ſcemed requiſite fo promiſe} bebte 


we entered upon the more immediate Subject of the ne | 
For, — ſuch is the Pride and Sufficieney of Human Reaſon, 


— inaſmuch as ſeveral Improvements and Diſcoveries have 


ab though Things were utterly void of all moral Tendency 
and , becauſe they a are Tm of being ſolved In + a 
Phi Mane; | 


4 Taxino 


been made in the natural World; we can hardly be per- 
ſwaded to admit the Agency of a particular Providence 


(7) 
Taxing it for granted then, that all Nature works to 
fulfil the Intentions of Providence with reſpect to his ratio- 
nal Creatures; and, that ſhe is frequently thrown into Dil- 5 
orders and Convulſions, in order to warn ſome, and to 
puniſh others: — It ſhall be my preſent Buſineſs to conſi- 
der the two following /eq/onabie Propoſitions, which are 
evidently implied in the Text; —and ſuitable to the me- 
eee of r of our Chriſtian Rrethrea. gs 


FIRST. That God involves ſome in Miſery, not be- . 

cauſe they deſerve it more than others; but for Rea- 
ſons of Government beſt known to himſelf. — O- 
thoſe Eighteen upon whom the Tower in Siham fell and 
ſlew them, think ye that they were Sinners above all 
Men that dwelt in Feruſalem? — T tell You, ney. 


' SECONDLY-- That notwithſtanding the Exemption, . | 
vrhether of a few or many, from the , Judgments. - x 

which God may inflict, | the preſent Forbearance f 
the Almighty, is no infallible Security for the future. 
— But ee, a ai Ao n n 


* 


N tans Lie oli. e Wy e fonts | 
in Miſery, not becauſe they deſerve it more than others, 
but for Reaſons of Dorn beſt known to Radar. 


15 P 
5 - 
. \ 


4 
Wurm ſome Perſons informed our blelod Saviour of 
the Galileans, whoſe Blood Pilate had. mingled with their 
Sacrifices, he does not take upon him to deny that this was 
a Judgment upon them for their heatheniſh' and abomina- 
ble Rites. — All he inſinuates is this, — that they were 


not Sinners above all the rer e. 15 fene fuch 
T Gags, 


Fox your Edification and bas Inſtruction, 1 Gable 
willingly apply this Caſe to a late very mournful Inſtance of 
| God's Dealings with Man, which is now quite freſh in our 
| Memories, and cannot but have made too deep an Impreſ- 
Hon upon us to be eaſily forgot. cog 


| You may call it a Judgment, if you Ae which! "MW 

laid waſte and buried in Ruins one of the moſt flouriſhing 
Cities in Chriftendom : — And you will poſſibly call it 
right : — For many heavy Calamities are Fudgments. — 
But, if you ſhould condemn the poor unhappy Sufferers in 
this dreadful Cataſtrophe, and think they were devoted to 
Deſtruction, as being more ripe" in Wickedneſs than the 

reſt of the World; — you would be much too blame, — 
ſince nothin g can ſu Seit l this 2 but an ne ee 
Spirit. | 


"Waart mall; we, like the proud 8 in che Gol 
pel, who have ſuch a Score of Sins to anſwer for, pre- 


ſume to charge others with a beavier Load of Guilt or 
ſay 
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Kay wercaudd — all 
we wainty* da an odious . hen" we knew, 
or 'ought\tob know, that aur Suden aur is G 
Such 4 Procedure as this m- Brethren” would be er. 
wremely culpablo in us, would: e nn 
Joſtly in beptkiſbed: by ae — n ed 


r dMvdw nt -<; ul 39ns Litas! 
Tur dle Inhabitants of Spain and Pariigal have been 
viſited in a moſt awakening Mannet, is an unqueſtionable 
Fact. — That they wert a finful Frople, and were viſited 
as fich, is go loſs certain. Bae that \ they"! were greater | 
Sinners -than the reſt of Mankind 055% nde their Bins 
more loudly called for Vengeance, than = Sins of this, 
or any other Nation, is abit vi have no rounds wif, 
. God only knbws. - 18 290 £9: q 211 oder Alice J in! 
Hi 1602, Nd 52 0.1 — ts hs 397 Bas eotnalq 
Their dreadful Calamity has hithe gt May 
we be truly thankful for it! bee while wo are devontly 
thankful for fo Agnal à Merey, fetus ne Se wttiindRiP of 


our own. State, nor proudly fancy fancy with 5 ae at we 
| ars leb deftig uf the! Ta Viſitatian: have leſs R 

fon'to fear it, — Nit untb th, O Lord, if nd ut; bu 8 
thy unmeriteck Goodnef, Be it alert : Ro areal 


here preſent this Day, to celebrate thy glorious Name, and 


were nat deſtroyed in a Moment... - 5110 1 OH vu... 
r oved od = -; tee ee el 515 «ar 


* _» FEED * uy 
eSi3:1ILAL 


(ro) 


Sar got; I beſeech you, nay, think it nbt; that the 


Ways of Proyidence are rung, if he afflicts one particular 
People more than another, unleſs they have diſpleaſed him 
more. Alafs! my- Brethren, you forget. — That whom 
the Lord loweth he-cbaſteneth ;'—= and that even in Fudgment 
be remembers Mercy. — There is another Life, you are 
ſenſible, after this; — in which, if not before, the juſtice 
of the Almighey will be chary ſcen; — in which, Pu- 
niſhments will e exactly proportioned to Crimes; — and, 
in which, ample Recompence will be made to all thoſe, who 
may poſſibly have ſuffered. more e in this n than others 
who dferved it more. at F- #5 


Bur, ſetting aſide a Fa Stats of Exiſtence, God may 


furely puniſh _— he pleaſes, and to what Degree he 


pleaſes, and yet be juſt, — For the beſt Man upon Earth, 
is a 3 the Sight of Heaven; and, as ſuch, can 


cad, no Right of Exemption from any Sort of Evil what- 


ver, which, Heaven may think. Proper to inflict. 


' Wis 
F 


þ indeed of the ; * and, in common 
Langu: | „ e fay,. it is hard the Good ſhould ſuffer with 
the Ba ; the 5 with che N 355 25 In- 

pocent with the Quilty, 


* 
9 44 11 - 


Bur, Wha are the Intent, let me ale? = Thoſe ah 


who are leſs. blameablc W have feuer 
Infirmities 


* found a9 <afoic aondds ia 


N bool enn to. anſwer | 
for. Theſe are the innocent Perſons, and theſe only: 
, you fee, by Compariſon, not ſtrictly ſpeaking. =". 
Thus muck can we * 157 and no . ay Ws moſt 


__ and N Man. 


Waruzvzn therefore 1 we behold the Hand of tha 
Almighty ſtretched ,out to ſmite any of his Creatures, all 
we ought to conclude is this, — that the Fudge of all the 
Barth has done Right, becauſe they merited his Reſent- 
ment. Whether they deſerved, it more, or whether they 
deſerved i it leſs, than others, would ill becomes us to e 
— much more to determine. 5 


7 and he . were to na the 8 
cent Properly ſo named, — could ſuch be. found in the 
World ;— there would be nothing here to complain of 
fince, as we before obſerved, this ſeeming Piece of In- 


juſtice may be infinitely more than N e in a State 
| of Retribution. n . | | BL 


2k 4 Bit F208 21'S 


From whence it plainly appears, that the Clan * | 
Noa more b Air t 7 in x Vice, ſires „„ rips. 
for Deſtruction, . than we ourſelves. — All they prove is 
this;— the ſuperintending Care of Providence who ſuffers 
an ans the: as is dar dee they are 


more 


* 


69} 
We wicked than others? büt for Restöns er -Qovern. 
ment beſt known to bimſelf; one amongſt which” m 


be, to deter us from Sin, ben all other Motives fal- ay 


44 a rok 10 : us Nel * 115 q oo $75 9 | #1425 $1 erg ＋ 


Tubus have Thouſands of the Inhabitants of Spain and 


Portugal ſuffered, and been overthrown by a moſt terrible 
Overthrow, *fitch' as one catinot even think » vf WRhour Hor- 
ror. — F hope 1 Fri e' a Warning to ug eee 


erty oh 


LY U ry W . A, 1) $4. \ £4 C4 32 vo Para Us 44. 4 £54) . 


2. And. that 3 1 eue Waring, 2. 
will be pleafedito go on n me to the ſecond General 


Head of my Diſcourſe; and canſider, ſeriouſly. with yours 


ſelves, b notwithſtanding the Exemption, whether of | 


a few or many, from the Judgments which God may 
inflict, the preſent Forbearance of the Almighty, is no Se- 


curity to us be the Nas uy Je Metre Je Malk a 


* * - F om. 11 — 
1 


aua fi, 


Lissox, Which! is now no mam Bs 8 a er | 


| Deſolation, was lately, but very lately, as bit Place now is, 
an opulent and flouriſhing City. The Inhabitants thereof 


were no leſs feeure than” 50 Uf this City may be; nor 


did they imagine with themſelves, any more than we may 
at this Inſtant, Wat their Deſtruction, their dire and Fatal 
Deſtruction, was ſo nigh at Hand. They were Planting, 
— they were bnilding, — they" were marrying and giving in 
Marriage, juſt as we are; when their whole City was de- 


* 


ſtroyed; when the Earth /biok and trembledjurder'their;; 
Feet, as the P/almift expreſſes it, ben ile Foundations of. 
the Hill. moved, and were ſhaken. e 


JAW BB W057 N s 83 

Wrzr they cbritiamꝰ - 8 are eee I 
Sinners? 8o are ue. — Did they deſar ve ſuch Treat- 
ment? — 80 do ue. — Had they been warned to their 
Duty by repeated Calls and neee e 
— Did they continue negligent and careleſs notwithſtar 
ing? — 80 do we: Why chen are weleft bens a be- ; 
wail their melancholy Situation, and to weep over the Ruins, | 


of their once populous, „ 5 
| TY 14 n en d e 


THe Queſtion is eaſily ele; ee a . in- 
ſtructive Leſſon of Gratitude. — It is Wolly ta che Lords 
Mercier that we owe our preſent Safety; — O let not theſe: 
Mercies' be loſt "upon us, and fail to lead us to Repentance! 
—They muſt e er long be exhauſted, ſhould we {till perſiſt 
to abuſe them. For God will not always Arive "with? us; 


neither will be, heep his Mercy} for.” us s for ever. Want Flor oft 


1 i, — — wed : e Terk * 2417 


Bur were the unhappy Süfferers we. 3 h 60 . 
arrived to higher Degrees of Wiekedneſs than we are? 
Granting they were. — This, my Bretliren is/no Argu-! 
ment for ſpeaking Pence to ourſelves, or thinking ur fall 
never be removed, or have Harm happen unto us. It ſhauld. 


rather excite us all to break of our Sins immediately, leſt - 
Wt 5 we 


1 
7 


„ 


we thould ſoon ,, up the . ware Iniquifies, 
| unhappily rival dem in Foly. Natter 


Bur were they more — — we $2 and conſe-' 
quently 4% d:/erving of Puniſhment ? —, To, our, Shame 
and Confuſion be it ſpoken, it is not in the leaſt improba- 
ble. They might be very wicked indeed, and yet be inno- 
cent, when compared with the Inhabitants of this Land.— 
What an affecting Thought is this! Heaven grant we 
may 2 . to neee turn it to r beſt 
Ir God — not thoſe who had bſe to 5 Taba for than 
we have, take: bred leſt be aſſo ſpare nut us. -» Conſider here 
the Goodneſs and Severity f G: — On them which fell, 
Severity ; — but, towards, us Goodneſs ; if ſo be we walk and 
continue is bis G adneſi: e we ſpall ao be cut of. 


ones. any Bleflings are. ws have been like ours : — 
The moſt ſecure Property ; — the moſt rational Liberty ; — _—_ 
the wiſeſt Laws; — 2 mildeſt Government ; — and the 
pureſt Religion in the World. And theſe, O thou Foun- 
tain of every good and every perfect Gift l. theſe not 
fondly to be aſcribed to our own feeble. Skill and Sagacity, 
1 ue. 0 "_ eee kene 
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Bor weigh, it well, my Brethren. — It is a moſt ſerious. 
Truth, and 3 your Attention. — The greater the 


Bleflings are, we enjoy and have enjoyed, the more ſhall 


we ſtand juſtly condemned, unleſs we ſpeedily repent and 
tutn to God. — A continued Abuſe. of Favours, muſt at 
length deſtroy us: And, however happy and flouriſhing we 


may be in this our Day, they will bring us l' in the End, 
and render us a very abject and miſerable People. — The 
Things which belong to our: Peace, will not always be in our 
Poſſeſſion: — They will at laſt be bid ee Eyes. 


So they were from the Fews of old, in the fad Deſtruc- 


tion of Feruſalem. — So they have been from Chriſtians, 
at this Time, who dwelt in Spain and Portugal. — And fo 
we have Cauſe to fear they will be from t, if not wiſely 


and ſeaſonably averted. — For God's. Hand is not Jbortencd, 


that it cannot reach this City: — And, who dares ſay, it 


will noks ſhould we ſtill continue to provoke it? 


Ax IMADVERT awhile with th upon the Riches 
of the Mercies of God.: — What a Variety of Ways he has 


of calling, us to ee and a more Koons Turn of 
—_ $0 


"Hs cally wn 5 the il 157 We par Our our 
| Duty. — He calls us by the gentle Whiſpers, an : 
| tons of Conſeience. — He calls us even 9 the Fee 


(16). 3 


of our own Seni, which prove to us the little Satisfac- | 
tion, the Emptineſs, I ſhould rather tay, and Vanity, of all | 
that this World can give. DIE 


Wurx theſe iges aur as A cbey too often do, be 
calls us by a Diſplay of his Mercies; — by Health, — by 
Proſperity, — by bleſſing us with Friends, and protecting 
us from our Enemies. — But, if theſe have no Influence 


over us, and we are loſt to all Senſe of Gratitude, — he 


then calls us by Severity; . by Sickneſs and Adverſity, — 
by the Death of our Relations and Friends, — by expo- 
ſing us to Troubles, Diſsppointments, and Loſſes. | 


From theſe, — if theſe have no Power to move us; 
he proceeds after all to Fudgments. — He calls us by the 
loud and awakening Summons. of the Peftilence, the Fa- 


mine, and the Sor; — nay more, by inffantancous Ruin 


and Confuſion upon a ſinful People. — Thus the Almighty 
calls; — thus he utters his Voice to a careleſs World. — 
And ſhall we not bear ? — Shall we till be deaf to his 
Voice, — to his repeated Voice? — Shall we never awake 
from our Dream, — our Dream of Vice and Folly? ? ge 


Tur Time may come, == 0 let it not t be aways abſent 


ſaid unto his Diſciples, — Sleep on now and take your Rift; ; 


behold, itis too late to repent, — For Day of Grace is over, 
— the 


„„ ) 
— the Door -of Salvation i is ſhut, and you knock in vain. 
— Then inay we call upon God, but he in his Turn, will not 
anſwer us; — then may we ſeek him, but ſhall not find bim; 


for that we bated An and did not chooſe the Fear 7 
the Lord. 


> = < 


Mar Cod, 205 his infinite Main grant, that we 8 bi 


all of us be found watching; — that our Lord may not. 
come in a Day when we look not. for him, and in an Hour 
| that ue are not aware of; and cut us aſunder, and appoint "300 
us our Portion with the een there Jhall be weeping = 
u of Teeth. | 3 SER | 
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